
A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most 
urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work. There 
must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord, not 
because God is not willing to bestow His blessing upon us, but 
because we are unprepared to receive it. Our heavenly Father is 
more willing to give His Holy Spirit to them that ask Him, than are 
earthly parents to give good gifts to their children. But it is our work, 
by confession, humiliation, repentance, and earnest prayer, to fulfill 
the conditions upon which God has promised to grant us His 
blessing. A revival need be expected only in answer to prayer. While 
the people are so destitute of Godʼs Holy spirit, they cannot 
appreciate the preaching of the Word; but when the Spiritʼs power 
touches their hearts, then the discourses given will not be without 
effect. Guided by the teachings of Godʼs Word, with the 
manifestation of His Spirit, in the exercise of sound discretion, those 
who attend our meetings will gain a precious experience, and 
returning home, will be prepared to exert a healthful influence.

The old standard bearers knew what it was to wrestle with God in 
prayer, and to enjoy the outpouring of His Spirit. But these are 
passing off from the stage of action; and who are coming up to fill 
their places? How is it with the rising generation? Are they 
converted to God? Are we awake to the work that is going on in the 
heavenly sanctuary, or are we waiting for some compelling power to 
come upon the church before we shall arouse? Are we hoping to 
see the whole church revived? That time will never come.

There are persons in the church who are not converted, and who 
will not unite in earnest, prevailing prayer. We must enter upon the 
work individually. We must pray more, and talk less. Iniquity 
abounds, and the people must be taught not to be satisfied with a 
form of godliness without the spirit and power. If we are intent upon 
searching our own hearts, putting away our sins, and correcting our 
evil tendencies, our souls will not be lifted up unto vanity; we shall 
be distrustful of ourselves, having an abiding sense that our 
sufficiency is of God.
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We have far more to fear from within than from without. The 
hindrances to strength and success are far greater from the church 
itself than from the world. Unbelievers have a right to expect that 
those who profess to be keeping the commandments of God and 
the faith of Jesus, will do more than any other class to promote and 
honor, by their consistent lives, by their godly example and their 
active influence, the cause which they represent. But how often 
have the professed advocates of the truth proved the greatest 
obstacle to its advancement! The unbelief indulged, the doubts 
expressed, the darkness cherished, encourage the presence of evil 
angels, and open the way for the accomplishment of Satanʼs 
devices.

Opening the Door to the Adversary

The adversary of souls is not permitted to read the thoughts of men; 
but he is a keen observer, and he marks the words; he takes 
account of actions, and skillfully adapts his temptations to meet the 
cases of those who place themselves in his power. If we would 
labor to repress sinful thoughts and feelings, giving them no 
expression in words or actions, Satan would be defeated; for he 
could not prepare his specious temptations to meet the case.

But how often do professed Christians, by their lack of self-control, 
open the door to the adversary of souls! Divisions, and even bitter 
dissensions which would disgrace any worldly community, are 
common in the churches, because there is so little effort to control 
wrong feelings, and to repress every word that Satan can take 
advantage of. As soon as an alienation of feeling arises, the matter 
is spread before Satan for his inspection, and the opportunity given 
for him to use his serpent like wisdom and skill in dividing and 
destroying the church. There is great loss in every dissension. 
Personal friends of both parties take sides with their respective 
favorites, and thus the breach is widened. A house divided against 
itself cannot stand. Criminations and recriminations are engendered 



and multiplied. Satan and his angels are actively at work to secure 
a harvest from seed thus sown.

Worldlings look on, and jeeringly exclaim, “Behold how these 
Christians hate one another! If this is religion, we do not want it.” 
And they look upon themselves and their irreligious characters with 
great satisfaction. Thus they are confirmed in their impenitence, and 
Satan exults at his success.

The great deceiver has prepared his wiles for every soul that is not 
braced for trial and guarded by constant prayer and living faith. As 
ministers, as Christians, we must work to take the stumbling blocks 
out of the way. We must remove every obstacle. Let us confess and 
forsake every sin, that the way of the Lord may be prepared, that 
He may come into our assemblies and impart His rich grace. The 
world, the flesh, and the devil must be overcome.

We cannot prepare the way by gaining the friendship of the world, 
which is enmity with God; but by His help we can break its 
seductive influence upon ourselves and upon others. We cannot 
individually or as a body secure ourselves from the constant 
temptations of a relentless and determined foe; but in the strength 
of Jesus we can resist them.

From every member of the church a steady light may shine forth 
before the world, so that they shall not be led to inquire, What do 
these people more than others? There can be and must be a 
withdrawal from conformity to the world, a shunning of all 
appearance of evil, so that no occasion shall be given for 
gainsayers. We cannot escape reproach; it will come; but we should 
be very careful that we are not reproached for our own sins or 
follies, but for Christʼs sake.

There is nothing that Satan fears so much as that the people of God 
shall clear the way by removing every hindrance, so that the Lord 
can pour out His Spirit upon a languishing church and an impenitent 



congregation. If Satan had his way, there would never be another 
awakening, great or small, to the end of time. But we are not 
ignorant of his devices. It is possible to resist his power. When the 
way is prepared for the Spirit of God, the blessing will come. Satan 
can no more hinder a shower of blessing from descending upon 
Godʼs people than he can close the windows of heaven that rain 
cannot come upon the earth. Wicked men and devils cannot hinder 
the work of God, or shut out His presence from the assemblies of 
His people, if they will, with subdued, contrite hearts, confess and 
put away their sins, and in faith claim His promises. Every 
temptation, every opposing influence, whether open or secret, may 
be successfully resisted, “not by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).

We Are in the Day of Atonement

We are in the great day of atonement, when our sins are, by 
confession and repentance, to go beforehand to judgment. God 
does not now accept a tame, spiritless testimony from His ministers. 
Such a testimony would not be present truth. The message for this 
time must be meat in due season to feed the church of God. But 
Satan has been seeking gradually to rob this message of its power, 
that the people may not be prepared to stand in the day of the Lord.

In 1844 our great High Priest entered the most holy place of the 
heavenly sanctuary, to begin the work of the investigative judgment. 
The cases of the righteous dead have been passing in review 
before God. When that work shall be completed, judgment is to be 
pronounced upon the living. How precious, how important are these 
solemn moments! Each of us has a case pending in the court of 
heaven. We are individually to be judged according to the deeds 
done in the body. In the typical service, when the work of atonement 
was performed by the high priest in the most holy place of the 
earthly sanctuary, the people were required to afflict their souls 
before God, and confess their sins, that they might be atoned for 
and blotted out. Will any less be required of us in this antitypical day 
of atonement, when Christ in the sanctuary above is pleading in 



behalf of His people, and the final, irrevocable decision is to be 
pronounced upon every case?

What is our condition in this fearful and solemn time? Alas, what 
pride is prevailing in the church, what hypocrisy, what deception, 
what love of dress, frivolity, and amusement, what desire for the 
supremacy! All these sins have clouded the mind, so that eternal 
things have not been discerned. Shall we not search the Scriptures, 
that we may know where we are in this worldʼs history? Shall we not 
become intelligent in regard to the work that is being accomplished 
for us at this time, and the position that we as sinners should 
occupy while this work of atonement is going forward? If we have 
any regard for our soulsʼ salvation, we must make a decided 
change. We must seek the Lord with true penitence; we must with 
deep contrition of soul confess our sins, that they may be blotted 
out.

We must no longer remain upon the enchanted ground. We are fast 
approaching the close of our probation. Let every soul inquire, How 
do I stand before God? We know not how soon our names may be 
taken into the lips of Christ, and our cases be finally decided. What, 
oh, what will these decisions be! Shall we be counted with the 
righteous, or shall we be numbered with the wicked?

The Church to Arise and Repent

Let the church arise, and repent of her backslidings before God. Let 
the watchmen awake, and give the trumpet a certain sound. It is a 
definite warning that we have to proclaim. God commands His 
servants, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 
shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their 
sins” (Isaiah 58:1). The attention of the people must be gained; 
unless this can be done, all effort is useless; though an angel from 
heaven should come down and speak to them, his words would do 
no more good than if he were speaking into the cold ear of death.



The church must arouse to action. The Spirit of God can never 
come in until she prepares the way. There should be earnest 
searching of heart. There should be united, persevering prayer, and 
through faith a claiming of the promises of God. There should be, 
not a clothing of the body with sackcloth, as in ancient times, but a 
deep humiliation of soul. We have not the first reason for self-
congratulation and self-exaltation. We should humble ourselves 
under the mighty hand of God. He will appear to comfort and bless 
the true seekers.

The work is before us; will we engage in it? We must work fast, we 
must go steadily forward. We must be preparing for the great day of 
the Lord. We have no time to lose, no time to be engaged in selfish 
purposes. The world is to be warned. What are we doing as 
individuals to bring the light before others? God has left to every 
man his work; every one has a part to act, and we cannot neglect 
this work except at the peril of our souls.

O my brethren, will you grieve the Holy Spirit, and cause it to 
depart? Will you shut out the blessed Saviour, because you are 
unprepared for His presence? Will you leave souls to perish without 
the knowledge of the truth, because you love your ease too well to 
bear the burden that Jesus bore for you? Let us awake out of sleep. 
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 
5:8)
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